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The United States District Court, in partnership with United States Citizenship and Immigration
Services, will hold a welcoming ceremony for new U.S. citizen children on June 21 from 10:30
am — 12:00 pm. Introduced by the Kent American Legion color guard, the children will be given
the Oath of Allegiance and welcomed by our federal judges in Chief Judge Pechman’s courtroom
on the 14" floor. The celebration will continue with a reception for their families outside the
courtroom on the 14™ floor.

“The judges of this court are honored to provide an opportunity for new citizen children to
experience a welcoming ceremony of their own,” said Chief Judge Marsha J. Pechman. “The
courthouse belongs to the people, so it is fitting that we use this ceremony to show new citizens
that the courts are open to them.”

Children under the age of 13 become citizens when their parents take the oath of citizenship, but
are not formally included in the naturalization ceremony. To recognize these children as
American citizens, the Seattle federal district courthouse is holding this welcoming ceremony on
the first day of summer.

The press is welcome at the ceremony. While cameras are typically not allowed in the
courthouse, they may be used for this special event.

For more information, please contact District Court Executive William McCool or Chief Deputy
Clerk Lori Landis at (206) 370-8483.






