
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON 

 
Judicial Institute for High School Teachers 

 
For more information contact, Leslie Downey, Chief Deputy Clerk. 

 

 
The program was developed by Judge Robert H. Whaley after learning about a 
similar program in the District of Montana.  Outreach programs such as these are 
considered part of the Judiciary’s official mission to educate members of the public 
about the roles and responsibilities of the federal courts.  The Court held its first 
Institute in October of 2008.  The 4th Annual Institute will be held October 27-28, 
2011.  Twenty-five high school teachers will be selected to participate in the 
program from high schools throughout the district. 
 
Objectives of Program. 
The Judiciary plays an important and sometimes misunderstood role in our 
constitutional system of government.  Judges generally cannot comment on matters 
they have handled and there are little opportunities for teachers to communicate 
with judges.  The objectives of the Judicial Institute for High School Teachers are 
to give teachers more information about the Judiciary in the expectation that the 
information may be passed on to their students and to expose teachers to judges, 
judicial proceedings, and judicial history.      
 
Program expenses. 
The Non-Appropriated Fund is used to pay for mileage/hotel for teachers who 
travel and for food and beverages for the teachers.  These are items that cannot be 
purchased using appropriated funds.     
 
Appropriated funds are used to purchase materials for the Institute, e.g., notebooks.  
Any related travel and subsistence expense of judicial officers or employees to 
attend this official function should be charged to appropriated funds.  And, for 
travel expenses of other presenters, the travel regulations permit the use of 
appropriated funds for invitational travel and subsistence for individuals who are 
not judiciary employees or contractors, but are invited to attend an official court 
meeting as a guest speaker.     
 
  



Clock hour approval. 
Approval was obtained for teachers to earn learning credits for attending the 
Institute.  Principals or teachers from local areas can advise who to contact to 
obtain such approval.   
 
Survey teachers to find out topics of interest. 
In order to develop an agenda and present topics of interest, a survey was sent to 
high school teachers (History, Current World Affairs, Civics, Government, Pre-
Law, etc) in the district.  Copy of survey attached.   

 
Select faculty; Develop agenda and materials. 
The feedback from the teachers’ survey indicated they wanted the Institute to 
include instruction on civil rights, search and seizure, constitutional law, criminal 
sentencings, judicial activism, and judicial independence.  Presenters were 
identified based on the teachers’ feedback.  Using the feedback from the teachers 
and consulting with the presenters, the curriculum was developed. 
 
Curriculum summary.  (2011 agenda attached) 
Faculty:   
 Ninth Circuit Judge Richard C. Tallman, U.S. Court of Appeals 
 Judge Robert H. Whaley, U.S. District Court 
 Judge Edward F. Shea, U.S. District Court 
 Chief Judge Rosanna Malouf Peterson, U.S. District Court 
 Magistrate Judge Cynthia Imbrogno, U.S. District Court 
 Assistant U.S. Attorney Ron Silver 
 Immigration Attorney Tom Roach 
 Staff Attorney Lynn Robinson 
  
Curriculum.  The general theme is the Constitution –  how it works, how it has 
been interpreted, and how the Judiciary evolved to where it is today.  Written 
materials and homework assignments are mailed to the teachers about ten days 
prior to the Institute.   
 The program begins with a search warrant application and a proceeding 
stemming from an arrest warrant – two processes involving constitutional rights. 
The defendant is arrested.  At the initial appearance, he is advised of the charges 

against him and of his rights.  He is remanded to the custody of the Marshal until 

the bail hearing.  Teachers observe Judge Imbrogno go through the process of 
determining whether the Special Deputy of the U.S. Marshal Service should be 
granted permission to search a locked compartment of a seized backpack.  Judge 
Imbrogno holds a mock bail hearing to determine if the defendant will be released 



pending trial.  This gives the teachers an opportunity to see how the interests of 
liberty and security are balanced to determine if the defendant should remain in 
custody.   
 The teachers observe actual hearings before Judge Whaley – a change of 
plea and a sentencing.  Again, the application of the Constitution is reinforced as 
the defendants are advised of their constitutional rights before the plea is entered 
and the sentence pronounced.  
 Judge Whaley discusses judicial review, judicial philosophies and 
amendments to the constitution.  There is an excellent discussion about judicial 
interpretation – justices who are originalists and vote as they think the 
Constitution, as it was written, would dictate; and justices who believe it is the role 
of the Supreme Court to reflect societal changes, seeing the Constitution as a living 
document and evolving.  He talks about the separation of powers, Justice Marshall, 
landmark cases and how the Judiciary interpreted its power.      
 In the presentation, You Be the Judge, teachers are asked to don a black 
robe and determine what the appropriate sentence should be for fictitious 
defendants.  Prior to the sentencing hearing, the teachers are to determine what 
they believe a typical sentence should be for the crime.  Then, they meet each 
defendant by observing a video presentation of the sentencing proceeding.  After 
viewing the video, they determine what they believe should be the appropriate 
sentence for each defendant.   
 Attorney Tom Roach discusses immigration.  The demographics of the 
country and the district have changed significantly over the past 30 to 40 years and 
there are many issues and challenges that have to be dealt with.  Tom discusses 
myths, solutions, and why there are 12 Million undocumented aliens in the United 
States.  Tom has 25 years experience dealing with immigration issues  and has 
clients from 118 countries.  He has a masters in International Politics and has 
approximately 700 new clients a year (60% of which are Mexicans).   
 Ron Silver, an Assistant United States Attorney from Oregon, gives a 
powerful presentation on civil rights.    
 Chief Judge Rosanna Malouf Peterson covers women’s rights in America.  
She talks about women and rights in Colonial America through the twentieth 
century and women and voting rights, women and the law and women as 
politicians.   
 So Your Constitutional Rights Were Violated – Now What?  Staff 
Attorney, Lynn Robinson, discusses summary judgment and a civil rights claim 
under § 1983.  One of the questions raised is whether the trooper violated the 
plaintiff’s constitutional rights.  Fourth amendment rights, excessive use of force 
and equal protection are discussed.  A video of the incident is shown.  The teachers 



are asked to make a determination as to whether summary judgment should be 
granted.   
 Circuit Judge Richard Tallman presents a history of the Judiciary and its 
role in “interpreting” the law.  He talks about Article III of the Constitution 
establishing the Judiciary, and some significant contributions the Judiciary has 
made to our form of government.  Judge Tallman discusses the power of the 
Judiciary to interpret the law and important manifestations of the judicial power. 
He discusses several landmark cases, judicial review, the commerce clause, the 
exclusionary rule, reasonable expectation of privacy and equal protection.     
 Q & A and Panel Discussion.  There is an opportunity for questions at the 
end of the Institute and a panel discussion with the presenters.           
 
 
Order supplies. 
Supplies are ordered months in advance.  These include: notebooks, pens, pads, a 
small booklet of the Constitution.   
 
Reserve hotel rooms at the government rate. 
A block of rooms is reserved at the government rate.  We made arrangements to 
pay the hotel directly rather than reimbursing each teacher.  Teachers who live 
more than 60 miles from the courthouse are authorized to stay in a hotel.   
 
Develop menus and arrange for snacks, lunches and dinner.   
Continental breakfast, snacks/beverages at breaks, and lunch is provided at the 
courthouse.  Beverages, continental breakfast items and snacks are purchased at 
Costco.  Pizza is ordered one day for lunch and the second day sandwiches are 
brought in.  A dinner at the hotel is provided the first night of the Institute.  We 
have been able to arrange a reasonably priced pasta buffet dinner with salads.  A 
no-host bar is included.    
 
Send letters to high school principals in the district. 
In May, a letter from Judge Whaley is sent to high school principals in the district.  
The letter includes application forms and information about accessing the 
application and additional information on the court’s website.  Copy of letter and 

application attached.   

 
Contact media. 
The first year of the Institute, the local newspaper covered the program.  Copy of 

editorial and article attached.   

 



Homework sent to teachers in advance of Institute. 
The teachers receive written materials to read prior to attending the Institute.  Copy 

of letter attached.   

 
Evaluations. 
Following the Institute, teachers are sent a link to a survey (SurveyMonkey).  The 
evaluations are extremely positive.  In addition, the feedback has proven to be very 
helpful in making positive changes to each year’s program.  For instance, teachers 
wanted more time for questions, more breaks and did not feel a session we 
originally had on juvenile court was real helpful.   
 
 
Please feel free to contact Leslie Downey, Chief Deputy Clerk, U.S. District Court, 

Washington Eastern, for more information.   

Leslie_Downey@waed.uscourts.gov 
509-458-3425 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Leslie_Downey@waed.uscourts.gov


Eastern Washington Judiciary Institute for Teachers 
 
Program Planning Questionnaire for Teachers 
 
Please complete the following questionnaire and return to Leslie Downey at 
Leslie_Downey@waed.uscourts.gov or Leslie Downey, U.S. District Court, P.O. Box 1493, Spokane, 
Washington  99210 (envelope enclosed).  Your responses will assist us in developing a program that is 
helpful to teachers.  For teachers who live more than 60 miles from Spokane, the court will pay travel 
expenses (lodging, food, mileage).  The current mileage reimbursement rate is .505 cents/mile and per 
diem for lodging and meals would be approximately $126.00.  If you have questions, contact Leslie 
Downey by email or by phone (509) 458-3425.   
 
  
Your name: ______________________________________________________________ 

Email address: ____________________________________________________________ 

Phone number: _____________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

School where you teach: _____________________________________ 

Classes you teach: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Is it okay to contact you as we plan the Institute?  _________________   Is email ok? _________ 

 
 
Date for the Institute 
 

1. Our initial thought is Sept, Oct, Nov, or Dec for the Institute.  What time of year is best for 
teachers? 

 
 

 
2. What days of the week are best for teachers? 
 
 

 
3. We are considering a two-day program.  Is two days a good length for the program?  If not, 

what do you suggest? 
 
 

Would it be best to schedule it for two full days, or 1st day half day B 2nd day full day B 3rd day 
half day?  Note:  Some teachers will have to travel the day before if the Institute begins in the 
morning and may need to stay overnight if the Institute ends late afternoon. 
 

 



Advertising and Permission 
 

4. What is the best way to advertise the Institute? 
 
 

 
5. Who should receive notice about the Institute (e.g., teachers, principals, etc) and how can this 

be accomplished (e.g., email, newsletters, bulletin boards, letter, etc)?   
 
 

 
6. From whom do you need permission to attend the Institute? 
 
 

 
7. Would it be helpful if participation at the Institute earned continuing education credits for 

teachers?  If so, who would we contact to receive approval so that teachers can receive credit 
for participating?  

 
 

 
Participation and Application Process 
 

8. How many attendees do you feel is manageable (e.g., classroom size)?   
 
 

 
9. How should teachers apply to be accepted for attendance at the Institute (e.g., email, letter, 

etc)? 
 
 
 

10.  To select participants, we suggest that teachers provide the following: 
 

Name 
Address 
Phone 
Email address 
School and School District/Employer 
Teaching license and folio number 
Teaching endorsement(s) 
Current teaching assignment 
Number of years in that assignment 
If asked, will you share your experience with fellow classroom instructors at the next annual 
educators conference meeting? 
If selected, will you be able to secure the necessary release time from your teaching position to 
participate in all three days of the Institute? 
Finally, please secure a statement of support from your immediate supervisor or other 
appropriate school administrator 



Provide a brief statement of intent B no more than 300 words B as to how you will use the 
Judicial Institute experience in your teaching assignment and share your experience with 
teaching colleagues.     
 
What are your thoughts about the selection questions? 
 
 
 
 
What are your suggestions for selecting teachers to participate?   
 
 
 
 
 

11. What teachers should we target (e.g., high school, history teachers, etc)? 
 
 
 
Judiciary Institute for Teachers 
 

12. Would a Judiciary Institute as we envision be helpful to teachers? 
 

 
 

What would make it more valuable to teachers? 
 
 
 
 

13. What, if any, concerns do you have about the Institute, the planning, application process, etc.? 
 

 
 
      14.       Please share ideas with us for the Institute. 
 
 



Topics 
 
On a scale of 1 to 5 with 5 being the Most Helpful to Teachers, please let us know what topics you 
would benefit from by rating the list of topics below: 
 
Rate 1 to 5 B with 5 being Most Helpful to Teachers and place a check mark by your top 10 topics 
 
___ Criminal Jury Trials 
___ Mock Criminal Trial 
___ Civil Jury Trials 
___ Mock Civil Jury Trial 
___   Criminal Sentencings 
___ Mock Sentencing 
___ Prisons and purposes of sentencing 
___ Civil Rights 
___ Search and Seizure 
___ Overview of role of state courts vs federal courts 
___ Judicial Independence 
___ Judicial Activism 
___ Second Amendment 
___ Jury System 
___ Roe v. Wade 
___ Brown v. Board of Education 
___ Bush v. Gore 
___ Miranda v. Arizona 
___ Marbury v. Madison 
___ History of the Supreme Court 
___ The Judiciary Act of 1789 B An Act to establish the Judiciary Courts of the U.S. 
___ Drug Policies 
___ Constitutional Law 
___ Discrimination Law 
___  Juvenile Court 
 
Please list below topics that would be helpful to teachers including new subjects and reasons that you 
recommend the subjects listed above. This may be the most important part of this questionnaire and we 
would appreciate your thoughts on subject selection. 
  
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________  



UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON 

 
ROBERT H. WHALEY                     Post Office Box 283 
           Judge                                           Spokane, Washington  99210-0283 
                                 (509) 458-5270 
 
 

March 30, 2010 
 
Ms. _____________ 
Principal 
_______________________ 
_______________________ 
Spokane, Washington 99204 
 
 Re: Judicial Institute for High School Teachers 
 
Dear Ms. _____________________, 
 
 The Judiciary plays an important and sometimes misunderstood role in our 
constitutional system of government. Judges generally cannot comment on 
matters that they have handled and there are little opportunities for the public to 
communicate with judges.  Our court wants to give the public more information 
about the Judiciary and believes that the best way to do so is to expose teachers to 
judges, judicial proceedings and judicial history.   
 
 The United States District Court, Eastern District of Washington, will host 
its 3rd annual Judicial Institute for High School Teachers October 28-29, 2010 in 
Spokane.  We are inviting high school teachers, who have not yet attended, to the 
two-day Institute.  There is no fee to attend, and the Court will pay travel and 
lodging expenses for teachers who travel to Spokane.  “Clock hours” have been 
approved for continuing education purposes.   
 
 The faculty will include attorneys and judges from the Ninth Circuit Court 
of Appeals, the United States District Court and the Spokane County Superior 
Court.  The program includes actual examples of civil and criminal proceedings 
and sentencings.  The history of the Constitution, as well as its implementation 
by the courts, immigration policy and law, the juvenile justice system, and civil 
rights law and history will be presented.  There will also be ample time for 
questions from the teachers.   
 
  
 
 



 
 
 

Written material will be presented, and it will be necessary for teachers to 
be familiar with the material before the Institute.  We will make the material 
available weeks before the Institute.     
 
 We are asking you to consider approving one or more of your teachers to 
attend this Institute.  The Application is posted on our website at 
www.waed.uscourts.gov and copies are enclosed.  The two previous Institutes 
were very successful.  Please take a look at the teacher comments and newspaper 
editorial also enclosed.  We are limiting the number of teachers who can enroll to 
twenty-five in order to accommodate more interaction with the presenters.  
Therefore, we encourage teachers to apply early by sending in their completed 
application as soon as possible.     
 
 If you have any questions, please contact me or Leslie Downey at our 
court.  My number is 509-458-5270 and Leslie’s number is 509-458-3425.   
 
 

Very truly yours,  
 
 
 

ROBERT H. WHALEY 
United States District Judge  

 
 
 
 
Encl: Judicial Institute for High School Teachers Notice and Application 
  

downey
RHW signature w-o title



Judicial Institute for High School Teachers
sponsored by the U.S. District Court, Eastern District of Washington

The United States District Court, Eastern District of Washington, is offering a 2-day
course for high school teachers in counties* in the Eastern District of Washington.  The Judicial
Institute will be held in Spokane, Washington Thursday and Friday, October 27-28, 2011. 
Travel expenses (hotel, food, mileage) will be paid for teachers traveling to Spokane.  There is
no fee for the Institute; however, the Court does not cover the expense for substitute teachers.
  

The number of high school teachers who participate is limited to twenty-five in order to
accommodate more interaction with the presenters.  Accordingly, we will cut off enrollment
when we have enough teachers.  Please apply early and send your completed application to:

U.S. District Court
Attn: Leslie Downey
P.O. Box 1493
Spokane, WA 99210   or send by email to: Leslie_Downey@waed.uscourts.gov

APPLICATION

Name: ______________________________________________________________

Home Mailing Address: ________________________City: _____________, WA Zip: ________

Phone Numbers: Work ______________    Home _______________ Cell ________________

Email Address: __________________________________________________

Name of High School __________________________School Dist./Employer: ______________

School Address: ______________________________ City: ______________, WA Zip: ______

Washington Teaching License # _________________________________

Current Teaching Assignment: _________________________________________________

If selected, will you be able to secure the necessary release time from your teaching position to
participate the full two days of the Institute? ____________

!Please secure a statement of support from your immediate supervisor or other school
administrator; and
!Provide a brief statement of intent – no more than 300 words – as to how you will use the
Eastern District of Washington Judicial Institute experience in your teaching assignment and
share your experience with teaching colleagues.
!The program is open to teachers who have not previously attended.      

Thank you.  If you have questions, please email: Leslie_Downey@waed.uscourts.gov

* Counties in the Eastern District of Washington are:  Adams, Asotin, Benton, Chelan, Columbia,
Douglas, Ferry, Franklin, Garfield, Grant, Kittitas, Klickitat, Lincoln, Okanogan, Pend Oreille, Spokane,
Stevens, Walla Walla, Whitman, and Yakima. 



THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT • EASTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON
is sponsoring a

2-day, Expense Paid, Continuing Education Course
in Spokane, Washington

October 27-28, 2011

Judicial Institute for High School Teachers

The Court will hold its 4th annual Judicial Institute for High School
Teachers in October.  The Institute is for high school teachers in
counties* in the Eastern District of Washington who have not
previously attended.  The general theme of the course is the Constitution – how it works,
how it has been interpreted, and how the Judiciary evolved to where it is today.  

The interactive program will include – 

!Attendance at actual hearings 
!Discussion about judicial review, judicial philosophies, the Constitution and
amendments to the Constitution 
!Sentencing Scenarios – the teachers are asked to determine the appropriate
sentence for fictitious defendants;

and information about:
!12 Million Undocumented Aliens: How did we get where we are and where do
we go from here?  
!Civil Rights – Selma, 1965 and The Right to Vote and An Overview of Women’s
Rights in America
!Federal Court Civil Motion:  So Your Constitutional Rights Were Violated –
Now What?
!Role of the Judiciary in “Interpreting” the Law; Significant Contributions the
Judiciary has made to our Form of Government
!Panel Discussion and Q & A Session 

Participants will hear from and interact with attorneys and judges from the Ninth Circuit
Court of Appeals and the United States District Court.  

Course participants will receive materials that can be used in classes and with colleagues.  

__________
* Counties in the Eastern District of Washington are:  Adams, Asotin, Benton, Chelan,
Columbia, Douglas, Ferry, Franklin, Garfield, Grant, Kittitas, Klickitat, Lincoln,
Okanogan, Pend Oreille, Spokane, Stevens, Walla Walla, Whitman, and Yakima. 



If you are interested in attending, please complete the attached application.  Send it in
early as enrollment is limited to twenty-five teachers from counties in the Eastern District
of Washington and to teachers who have not previously attended.

Contact Leslie Downey at the U.S. District Court for further information:
Leslie_Downey@waed.uscourts.gov

Travel expenses (hotel, food, mileage) will be paid for teachers traveling to Spokane.
There is no fee for the Institute; however, the  Court does not cover the expense for

substitute teachers.

Teacher evaluations from previous programs follow:  

“It has opened my eyes to the impact the judicial system can and does have on our
society. At the end of the program when the panel was sitting up there I was in absolute
awe of the amount of power and knowledge before me. Being an athlete all my life I grew
up idolizing celebrities and star athletes. However, being around and hearing all those
people speak made me feel like a kid again getting to meet these wonderfully influential
people. I have always been very interested in the law and thought of possibly becoming a
lawyer while I was growing up, so this experience was invaluable to me. Now I can take
this great wealth of information and knowledge from this program and apply it to my
classroom and share it with my students.”

“The topics were fabulous. It was obvious that a lot of thought and deliberation went into
them.”

“I can better field questions about the judicial branch and better explain its role in our
democracy.  . . . Without a doubt – the best teacher inservice I have ever attended.  What
a pleasure to visit with the judges and pick their brains about so many interesting issues
our society faces.”  

“. . .  I will tell you that in 20 years of teaching and learning it is the single most
significant conference I have ever attended. That is to say that the people working at that
level in our government are the most talented, compassionate, and moral people I have
ever met. It makes me proud to be a part of this system and has inspired me to be a better
teacher and man - in an important way this conference has reaffirmed my faith in the
country - I know the Constitution is in good hands and I intend to pass that on to my
students and attempt to instill in them the beauty that is the Constitution, and that this
challenge will become theirs. I hope too, that they will manage the nation in as humble
and intelligent a manner as the men and women that I met last week. Thank you so
much.”

“. . . this was the first time in my life that I have had actual firsthand contact with “my”
federal government. Before the institute I would have said “the” federal government. I
have been in 3 of our 4 administrators’ offices already extolling the institute and the great



information that I learned there. I pretty much have told anyone who would listen about
the experience that I had at the institute. You people put a face on the judicial system and
the federal government. It was very refreshing to see the compassion, thoughtfulness and
passion with which everyone performed their duties.”

“I loved the fact that each presenter was open to the other judicial officials in the room to
comment/interject.  It brought such a sense of unity to the entire institute.  Thank you so
much for the opportunity!”

“The content of the material presented was appropriate to the academic rigor of my
school and my knowledge base as a 15-year teacher...”  

“Incredible – I learned more at this institute than any I have attended over the past 18
years of teaching.  I am so excited to start putting all of the information together in to a
teaching unit!”

“The content, topics, etc I would rate a 20 out of 10.  Truly!  Every topic was necessary,
interesting, and I could see my students really getting involved in the information I will
definitely present to them.  The court system, court cases, civil rights, immigration,
women’s movement, becca, truancy, emancipation, at-risk youth petition, child in need of
services, etc.  Are you kidding me?  I’ve never been so enthusiastic or impressed by any
other conference I’ve attended.  EVER.”  

“. . . The continual references back to the Constitution were very helpful.”

“. . . The caliber of people there was amazing!”  

“I will be specifically using materials from several of the sessions in my own classroom
presentations. . . Judicial Interpretation, Landmark Cases, Women’s Rights, Civil Rights,
etc.  Along with East Valley and Rogers my school, Gonzaga Prep, will be financing a
trip to Spokane for Tom Roach to speak at our schools on the topic of immigration. 
Much of the information . . . will enhance my own teaching of the judiciary and the
constitution . . . I will take advantage of other speakers that I made contact with through
the Institute, as well as participate in bringing my students to the Federal Courts.”  

“I already have used the information on the application of the Bill of Rights and our
discussion of Griswold v. CT.”  

“Because of the Institute, I will be looking at the school curriculum through the role of
the judicial system. . . It caused me to think more about how and why our democracy
works the way it does.”

“Thank you, thank you for your hard work!  It was an incredible Institute.  Please know
that your efforts have touched hundreds of lives.”  



Judicial Institute for High School Teachers
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT • EASTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON

Spokane, Washington • October 27-28, 2011

Day One – Thursday, October 27th   

 7:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast and Registration

 7:30 a.m. Welcome
Introductions and Program Objectives

 8:00 a.m. Federal Court Criminal Justice System
 8:00 a.m. !Criminal Court Hearing 

Magistrate Judge Cynthia Imbrogno
 9:00 a.m. Q & A with Judge Imbrogno

 9:20 a.m. Break

 9:30 a.m. !Change of Plea Hearing
Judge Robert H. Whaley

10:00 a.m. !Sentencing Hearing
Judge Robert H. Whaley

10:45 a.m. Q & A with Judge Whaley 

11:00 a.m. !The Constitution and Individual Rights
Judge Robert H. Whaley  

12:00 Noon Lunch – Hosted at the Courthouse
!Info on Court’s Program for High School Students and
Resources for Teachers

 1:15 p.m. Juvenile Court
! Juvenile Offenders and Alternatives to Detention

Judge Ellen Clark
 ! Becca: Truancy, At-Risk Youth, Child in Need of Services

Commissioner Steven N. Grovdahl
 ! Dependencies and Emancipation

Commissioner Valerie D. Jolicoeur

 2:15 p.m. Break

 2:30 p.m. Civil Rights
! Women’s Rights in America

Judge Rosanna Malouf Peterson



 3:30 p.m. Immigration
! 12 Million Undocumented Aliens: How did we get where
we are and where do we go from here?

Tom Roach, Attorney

 4:20 p.m. Representative from U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services

Diana M. Wolder, Spokane Field Office Director

 4:30 p.m. Q & A

 5:00 p.m. Adjourn
 5:30 p.m. No Host Reception – Spokane Club
 6:00 p.m. Hosted Dinner – Spokane Club

Guest Speaker: United States District Judge Edward F. Shea

Day Two – October 28, 2011

 7:30 a.m. Continental Breakfast

 8:00 a.m. Role of the Judiciary in “Interpreting” the Law;
Significant Contributions the Judiciary has made to our

Form of Government
Ninth Circuit Appellate Judge Richard Tallman

 9:30 a.m. Q & A with Judge Tallman

 9:45 a.m. Break

10:00 a.m. Appellate Argument – Civil Rights Case
Judge Tallman

10:45 a.m. Civil Rights
!You Can’t Live There!  The Struggle for Fair Housing and
the murder trial of Henry Sweet

Ron Silver, Assistant U.S. Attorney
11:45 a.m. Q & A with Ron Silver

12:00 Noon Lunch – Hosted at the Courthouse
!Street Law

Spokane County District Judge Richard White

 1:15 p.m. Sentencing Scenarios
!You Be the Judge

Judge Robert H. Whaley



 2:45 p.m. Q & A with Judge Whaley

 3:00 p.m. Break

 3:15 p.m. Federal Court Civil Motion
!So Your Constitutional Rights Were Violated – Now What

Lynn Robinson, Law Clerk

 4:15 p.m. Panel Discussion
Circuit Judge Tallman, Judge Whaley, 
Judge Imbrogno, Judge Clark, Tom Roach,
Judge Peterson, Ron Silver, Judge White,
Lynn Robinson

 

 5:00 p.m. Adjourn









Judicial Institute
for High School Teachers

To:  Teachers Selected to Participate in the Judicial Institute
From: Chief Judge Robert H. Whaley
Date: October 14, 2008

Twenty-nine teachers have been accepted to participate in the Institute,
representing 13 high schools.  Teachers are from Spokane, Yakima, Sunnyside,
Kennewick, Pasco, Colville, Colfax and Freeman.  We have an excellent program to
present and are looking forward to working with you.  The program will begin Thursday
morning, Oct. 23rd, at 7:00 a.m. and conclude Friday afternoon, Oct. 24th, at 5:00 p.m. 
Important information about the Institute and the agenda are included with this letter
along with other materials you will need to review prior to the start of the program.  

” Clock Hours

The Institute has been approved for 16 clock hours by the Educational Service
District 101.  The fee is $2.00 per hour with a $10.00 minimum (5 hours and under is
$10.00; 6 hours and over is $2.00 per hour).  ESD 101 only accepts checks or money
orders for the payment of clock hours.  If you wish to receive clock hours for
participating, you must sign in each morning and complete an evaluation form and a
Clock Hour Registration form.  We will accept your check or money order at the Institute
and submit it to ESD 101 after the program.  If you have any questions about the clock
hours, please contact Bonnie Hunter at ESD 101 at 509-789-3800.  

” Agenda, Meals, and Travel to the Superior Court

The Institute agenda is attached.  

Continental breakfast will be offered each morning and we will have lunch brought
in each day at the courthouse.  Thursday evening a dinner is planned at the Hotel Lusso,
which is a block away from the courthouse.  There will be a no host reception at 5:30 and
the hosted dinner will begin at 6:00 p.m.  

We plan to walk to the Superior Court after lunch on Thursday.  It is about a 10
minute walk across the Monroe Street bridge.  Please plan to dress warm and have good
walking shoes.  



” Homework

In some of the presentations, you will be asked to actively participate in a mock
decision-making process.  In others, you will be observing mock court proceedings, and
in one instance, you will be observing an actual sentencing.  In order to fully participate
in these presentations, it is necessary for you to complete some homework, which consists
mainly of reading court documents.  The reading materials have been included in this
packet.  Please bring these materials with you to the Institute.  We will have a 3-ring
notebook for these and other materials that will be provided.    

Here is the list of the reading materials:

1.  Court materials for United States v. Rolando Herrera-Godoy.  

You will be observing a court proceeding in which law enforcement officers are
asking Magistrate Judge Imbrogno to approve a search warrant.  Included are the
Application and Affidavit for the Search Warrant, background information, the actual
Search Warrant and the Pre-trial Services Investigation Report. 

2.   Materials for sentencing hearing in United States v. Kenneth Delano

You will be observing a criminal sentencing hearing.  Included in the materials is a
chart that sets forth the United States Sentencing Guideline Calculations, pages from the
USSG to explain the calculations, the Indictment to explain the charges, an order by the
Court denying Defendant’s motion to suppress, and the plea agreement that was entered
into between the Government and Defendant.

3.  Materials for “You Be the Judge” presentation

You will be participating in mock sentencing hearings.  The instructions for
preparing for this presentation are included in the materials.

4.   Materials for “So Your Constitutional Rights were Violated–Now What”
presentation.

This presentation involves reviewing a complaint that was filed that alleges that
the plaintiff’s constitutional rights were violated.  The introductory materials include the
instructions for preparing for this presentation.

5.    Outline for “The Role of the Judiciary in ‘Interpreting’ the Law”

Judge Tallman from the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals will be presenting a
lecture.  He has asked that you review the outline prior to his presentation.  



6.   Timeline: “Selma, 1965 and the Right to Vote” and three court cases.
USA v. Atkins 210 F. Supp. 441 (S.D. AL 1962); USA v. Atkins, 323 F.2d 733 (5th

Cir. 1963); Williams v. Wallace 240 F. Supp. 100 (M.D. AL 1965).  

Assistant United States Attorney Ron Silver will deliver a civil rights presentation
and has asked that you read the timeline and cases.  

” Travel

If you live more than 60 miles from Spokane, you will be reimbursed for your
travel expenses as follows:    

#Mileage to and from (from your home to the hotel).  Current rate is $.585 per
mile.  Please keep track of your one-way mileage from your home to the hotel so
we can reimburse you.

#Hotel.  We have reserved rooms at the Spokane Club, West 1002 Riverside
Avenue, Spokane, Washington, at the government rate of $77.00 plus tax.  Please
call to make your room reservations (509) 838-8511.  The block of rooms is under
U.S. District Court for October 22nd and 23rd (and 24th if necessary).  The
conference will end at 5:00 p.m. Friday evening.  If you need to stay over Friday
night because you do not want to drive in the dark, etc., you can make a
reservation for Friday the 24th.  

You will pay for your hotel room and submit the charge, for the room and tax, to
us for reimbursement after the conference.  

” Institute Location – Photo ID Required

The Institute will be held at the Thomas S. Foley United States Courthouse, 920
West Riverside, Spokane, Washington 99201.  To enter the courthouse, you will need to
have photo ID.    Check in on the 7th floor, Jury Assembly Room, Room 751.

A map to the courthouse is included in this packet.
  

The closest place to park is at RiverPark Square on Main – see enclosed map.

Do not hesitate to contact Leslie if you have any questions.   

Leslie_Downey@waed.uscourts.gov
509-458-3425
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